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 According to Bruce Wallace from the LA 
Times, Asashoryu is not the biggest of the big 
bellied men waddling around the dirt ring in Tokyo 
but at 308 pounds, he is definitely considered the 
baddest. 
 Although his opponents look like they were 
carved out of a mountain, Asashoryu brings them to 
their knees when he cuffs them in the ear. He 
drives his palm into their throat and they recoil.  He 
picks them up by their belts and flings them, their 
legs flailing, out of the ring.  He toys with his fellow 
wrestlers like a cat playing with a beach ball. 
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Site Assignment 
 
 I am a 
business and 
economic 
development 
Volunteer in a 
remote area of 
western Mongolia. 
My primary 
assignment is with 
the Economics 
University of 
Zavkhan, where I 
teach business, 
marketing, 
computer, and English classes. I also work with the 
teachers to update the curriculum and improve their 
methodologies. My main side project in the community is 
an eco-tourism development project in which we hope to 
promote this beautiful, quiet corner of the world to spur 
local economic growth while encouraging responsible 
management of the environment.  

 
Asashoryu, sumo's sixty-
eighth yokozuna, performs 
a ceremonial ring 
entrance. (Jiji) 
   

 

Yokozuna Asashoryu (right) pushes 
Ozeki Chiyotaikai out of the ring on 
Sunday, the final day of the Spring 
Grand Sumo Tournament at Osaka 
Municipal Gym. Asashoryu won his 
11th Emperor's Cup the day before.  

 

 

 
Jonathan Phillips 

 
Jonathan (front, center, wearing red jacket) with 
fellow teachers and workers from the Zavkhan 

Economics University  
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The youngest daughter of a nomadic herder family 
carries a goat. She is known as "Makhan Bumbug," 

or Meatball, by her family 
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Jonathan (far right) with fellow teachers from the university on a 

recruiting visit to the small town of Ider  

 

 
Jonathan holding a three-day-old horse. His host 

family thinks it will become a champion racehorse in 
the yearly Naadam holiday competition. 

 

 
A Mongolian family's camp outside of Suhbaatar (photo provided by 

Tori Oliver) 
Photographs and storyline by Jonathan Phillips, Peace Corps  

Volunteer, Mongolia  

(2003 – 2005) 

 

Elementary schoolchildren learning English in a Mongolian village school 
outside of Darkhan (photo provided by Tori Oliver) 
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